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Melissa Anne Bal, 37, appears in Merced Superior Court on Thursday. She is accused of killing her mother, 55-year-old Lydia Marie Bal. 


Suspect in ‘satanic’ 
slaying of mother 
competent for trial 


BY THADDEUS MILLER 

tmiller@mercedsunstar.com 

woman who allegedly 
killed her mother in 
Merced County to 
please Satan has been 
determined competent to stand 
trial. 

Melissa Anne Bal, 37, of San 
Diego, did not speak as she 
appeared Thursday in Merced 
Superior Court wearing yellow 
jail clothing. She underwent 
cognitive testing and a doctor 


found she was competent to 
stand trial, according to Judge 
Jeanne E. Schechter. 

She pleaded not guilty on 
Thursday through her public 
defender, Deputy Public De¬ 
fender Stephanie Jamieson. 

Bal is accused of killing her 
mother, 55-year-old Lydia Ma¬ 
rie Bal, in an alleged “satanic 
sacrifice” Oct. 11 inside a fifth- 
wheel trailer in the 21000 block 
of Highway 33 in Dos Palos. 
When deputies arrived, Bal was 
found covered in blood. 

Investigators’ reports, ob¬ 


tained by the Merced Sun-Star, 
describe a grisly series of events 
that ended with Melissa Bal 
stabbing her sleeping mother at 
least 20 times with an 8-inch 
kitchen knife. 

Family members and others 
claim Melissa Bal has talked 
about satanic messages, and 
that she has a history of mental 
illness and drug abuse, accord¬ 
ing to the reports. She remains 
in custody at the John Latorraca 
Correctional Center. 

Bal told a California Highway 
Patrol dispatcher that she killed 


FAMILY MEMBERS 
AND OTHERS CLAIM 
MELISSA BAL HAS 
TALKED ABOUT 
SATANIC MESSAGES, 
AND THAT SHE HAS A 
HISTORY OF MENTAL 
ILLNESS AND DRUG 
ABUSE, ACCORDING TO 
THE REPORTS. 


her mother by cutting her throat 
and stabbing her and said “she 
did not have control of herself,” 
according to reports. She also 
told investigators she “sacri¬ 
ficed her mother” and the slay¬ 
ing was part of a “satanic prac¬ 
tice,” but she refused to elab¬ 
orate, investigators said. 

Bal is scheduled to appear 
again March 1. 



Atwater 

city 

attorney 

submits 

resignation 
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Atwater’s city attorney of 
more than five years has 
submitted a resignation letter, 
the attorney confirmed on 
Thursday, the latest shakeup 
in a city with a divided City 
Council. 

The letter cites “recent 
events and changes in man¬ 
agement priorities” as rea¬ 
sons that led City Attorney 
Tom Terpstra to “re-evaluate 
our firm’s relationship” with 
Atwater. The letter also gave 
a 30-day notice. 

Terpstra’s firm, Terpstra 
Henderson, works with a 
number of Central San Joa¬ 
quin Valley cities. He’s been 
city attorney for Ripon for 25 
years, he said. 

“Atwater is a challenging 
position for anybody,” he told 
the Merced Sun-Star on 
Thursday. “There’s a lot of 
challenges they face. It’s a 
demanding job and we felt 
that, at this time, it’s time to 
move on.” 

The city attorney position 
reports directly to the City 
Council. Interim City Manag¬ 
er Art de Werk said he’s been 
tasked with presenting op¬ 
tions to the council on how to 
replace Terpstra. 

Some cities contract with a 
firm but don’t have an at¬ 
torney in a City Hall office, 
while other cities have an 
attorney on-site either full or 
part time. De Werk said he 
plans to recommend which¬ 
ever shakes out to be eco¬ 
nomical without skipping out 
on quality. 

Atwater has struggled fi¬ 
nancially since the Great 
Recession and housing mar¬ 
ket crash of about a dozen 
years ago. The city declared a 
common-law fiscal emergen¬ 
cy, which is a precursor to 
bankruptcy, in October 2012. 

SEE RESIGN, 7A 


Trump immigration plan, 
bipartisan counterpart 
both fail to clear Senate 
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Sen. Cory Booker, D-NJ., confers with aides off the Senate floor 
during a series of procedural votes Thursday on a bipartisan 
immigration deal at the Capitol. 


BY ED O’KEEFE 

AND DAVID NAKAMURA 

Washington Post 

WASHINGTON 

The Republican-led Senate on 
Thursday blocked both Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s immigra¬ 
tion plan and a bipartisan al¬ 
ternative, a failure that cast 
doubt on whether Congress will 
ever resolve the fate of hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of young 
undocumented immigrants. 

In a series of afternoon votes, 
senators failed to muster 
enough votes for a Republican 
plan backed by Trump that 
would have granted legal status 
to 1.8 million young immigrants 
and spent at least $25 billion to 
bolster security along the U.S.- 
Mexico border. It also would 


have made changes to family- 
based legal migration programs 
and ended a diversity lottery 
system used by immigrants 
from smaller countries. 

The vote was 39-60, well 
short of the 60 needed to move 
ahead. 

The Senate also couldn’t 
produce enough votes for a 
bipartisan plan that would legal¬ 
ize the same number of un¬ 
documented immigrants and 
appropriate $25 billion for 
southern border security con¬ 
struction projects over the next 
decade - not immediately, as 
Trump wants. The bill also 
would have curbed family-based 
immigration programs, but not 
to the extent Trump is seeking, 
and it said nothing about the 
diversity visa lottery program. 


The vote was 54-45, short of 
the 60 necessary to move 
ahead. 

The White House threatened 
a veto of that plan and in a 
tweet shortly before the vote, 
Trump called it a “total catas¬ 
trophe.” 


The failed votes could plunge 
the nation’s immigration system 
into further crisis, as millions of 
so-called Dreamers are set to 
lose legal protections when the 
Obama-era Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program ends on March 5. Fed¬ 


eral court challenges continue, 
meaning the program may con¬ 
tinue under legal limbo until 
June. 

The votes underscored the 
inability of Congress to resolve 
a problem that has vexed Re¬ 
publican and Democratic ad¬ 
ministrations despite repeated 
efforts to overhaul the nation’s 
immigration system. In an elec¬ 
tion year, lawmakers on both 
sides found the political pres¬ 
sures insurmountable. 

Senators also rejected a wa¬ 
tered-down bipartisan plan to 
grant legal status to Dreamers 
and provide billions in border 
security. Also coming up short 
of the necessary votes was a 
Republican plan to punish so- 
called “sanctuary” municipal¬ 
ities that refuse to help enforce 
federal immigration laws. 

TRUMP OPPOSITION 

Ahead of the votes, the White 
House pressed hard to scuttle 
the bipartisan immigration plan 
that was emerging as the best 

SEE IMMIGRATION, 7A 
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